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Brasserie

Brasseries are traditional Parisian establishments known for their lively atmosphere, extensive
menus, and timeless elegance. They are a staple of Parisian dining culture, providing a vibrant setting
for both locals and tourists.

e Ambiance:

o Brasseries have a lively and bustling environment, often with a mix of locals and tourists
enjoying meals at all hours of the day.

o The decor typically features Art Nouveau or Art Deco elements, including ornate
moldings, large mirrors, brass fixtures, and tiled floors.

o Many brasseries have a bar area where patrons can enjoy a drink before or after their
meal. The dining areas are usually spacious, with closely arranged tables to foster a
convivial atmosphere.

o Lighting is often warm and inviting, contributing to the overall charm and elegance of the
setting.

e Cuisine:
o The menu at a brasserie is extensive and diverse, offering a wide range of classic French
dishes and regional specialties.
o Typical Menu Items:
= Appetizers:
e Escargots de Bourgogne (Burgundy snails)
e Foie gras
e Onion soup
Main Courses:
e Steak frites
e Choucroute garnie (Alsatian sauerkraut with sausages and pork)
e Cog auvin
e Seafood platters (e.g., oysters, shrimp, crab)
e Duck confit
e Mussels in white wine sauce (moules marinieres)
Side Dishes:
e Pommes frites (French fries)
e Ratatouille
e Gratin dauphinois
Desserts:
e Creme brilée
e Tarte Tatin
¢ Profiteroles
¢ |le flottante (floating island)
Beverages:
¢ A wide selection of wines, including regional and house wines
e Beers, often including local and international options
» Coffees, teas, and aperitifs

e Service:
o Brasseries provide professional and efficient service, with waitstaff typically dressed in
traditional uniforms.
o The service is attentive but unhurried, allowing diners to enjoy a leisurely meal in a
relaxed setting.
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Notable Brasseries in Paris

Brasserie Lipp

Brasserie Lipp is an iconic Parisian brasserie located in the Saint-Germain-des-Prés neighborhood.

e Ambiance: Founded in 1880, Brasserie Lipp boasts a classic Art Deco interior with high
ceilings, large mirrors, and dark wood furnishings. The atmosphere is lively and steeped in
history.

e Cuisine: Known for its traditional French dishes such as choucroute garnie, steak tartare, and
mille-feuille. The menu reflects the brasserie's commitment to classic French cuisine.

* Notable Patrons: Brasserie Lipp has been a favorite of famous writers, politicians, and artists
over the years, adding to its legendary status.

La Coupole

La Coupole is a renowned brasserie in the Montparnasse district, famous for its stunning Art Deco
interior and rich history.

e Ambiance: Opened in 1927, La Coupole features a grand dining hall with impressive columns,
beautiful mosaics, and a vibrant, bustling atmosphere. The large space accommodates
numerous diners, creating a lively and convivial setting.

e Cuisine: The menu includes a variety of French classics such as lamb curry, seafood platters,
and profiteroles. La Coupole is also known for its excellent selection of oysters and other
shellfish.

» Historical Significance: La Coupole has been a gathering place for artists, writers, and
intellectuals, contributing to its storied reputation.

Le Bouillon Chartier

Le Bouillon Chartier is one of the most famous brasseries in Paris, known for its historic charm and
affordability.

» Ambiance: Established in 1896, Le Bouillon Chartier retains its Belle Epoque decor with a large,
open dining room, high ceilings, and ornate details. The atmosphere is vibrant and often
bustling with diners.

e Cuisine: The menu features traditional French fare such as escargots, boeuf bourguignon, and
creme caramel. Prices are kept reasonable, making it accessible to a wide range of patrons.

* Unique Features: Le Bouillon Chartier is known for its efficient service and the tradition of
writing the bill on the paper tablecloths.

These brasseries exemplify the quintessential Parisian dining experience, offering a blend of rich
history, classic cuisine, and a lively, welcoming atmosphere.
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